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Entry Guide 2026
The Categories 🏆
1. Famtastic Academic Venue of the Year
Open to academic venues and places of learning. Who’s got the smartest spaces, the slickest tech, and delivers brilliant value?
2. Famtastic Agent of the Year
Who’s everywhere (in the best way), truly passionate about the industry, and consistently delivering standout events for clients?
3. Famtastic Agency of the Year
Big or small — which agency has an outstanding success story? Think new business wins, bold initiatives, or a dream team making waves.
4. Famtastic Bedroom of the Year
We all have a favourite. Who’s nailed unforgettable décor and thoughtful touches that turn a stay into an experience?
5. Famtastic Boardroom of the Year
Size doesn’t matter — impact does. Which boardroom or small meeting space is always in demand thanks to great design, clever tech, or ridiculously comfy chairs?
6. Famtastic Caterer or Chef of the Year
Food makes the event. Whether in-house or external, who’s consistently serving up excellence at lunch and dinner?
7. Famtastic Conference Centre of the Year
The UK is packed with great conference centres — but what makes yours shine? Why are you the go-to, and what initiatives set you apart?
8. Famtastic Green Initiative of the Year
Sustainability matters. What initiatives have you introduced that genuinely benefit both people and the planet?
9. Famtastic Hotel Brand of the Year
Which hotel brand delivers top-notch service time and time again, no matter the size of their portfolio?
10. Famtastic Independent Hotel of the Year
Independent hotels are the backbone of our industry. Who’s prolific, reliable, and consistently excellent for meetings and events?
11. Famtastic International Representation of the Year
From DMCs to international hotels — who excels at communication and connecting UK buyers with the wider world?
12. Famtastic Independent Venue of the Year
A lifesaver for event professionals. Who’s offering incredible spaces and delivering exceptional meetings and events?
13. Famtastic Marketing of the Year
Standing out isn’t easy — so who’s making serious noise, turning heads, and getting noticed again and again?
14. Famtastic New Talent of the Year (A)
Under 30 and new to event agencies — who’s already making a big impact at their agency or employer?
15. Famtastic New Talent of the Year (S)
Under 30 and new to hotels or venues — who’s already proving they’re one to watch?
16. Famtastic Rebrand / Refurbishment of the Year
Who’s refreshed their space brilliantly and communicated change while clearly investing in their property?
17. Famtastic Representation of the Year
From boutique collections to large portfolios — which team represents their venues flawlessly and stands out from the crowd?
18. Famtastic Sales Professional of the Year
Quick to respond, always helpful, and a joy to work with. Who is simply… famtastic?
19. Famtastic Sports Venue of the Year
Stadiums and sports venues play a huge role in our industry — but what makes yours league-leading for meetings and events?
20. Famtastic Team Building Company of the Year
Who’s pushing boundaries with fresh ideas and delivering engaging, effective team-building experiences?
21. Famtastic Unique Venue of the Year
History, setting, or something wonderfully unusual — what makes your venue truly unforgettable?
22. Famtastic Use of AI in Events
Love it or hate it, AI is here to stay. Who’s using it creatively and effectively to enhance events?
23. The Famtastic Rocks Special Award
No entries for this one — it’s entirely in the hands of the organisers 👀
Entry Tips 2026
1. Keep It Short & Snappy
Our judges are busy people — give them a clear picture without writing War & Peace.
2. Be Honest
Got something great to shout about? Go for it — just keep it factual and verifiable.
3. Be Unique
What sets you apart? Highlight your point of difference and give the judges something memorable.
4. Spell Check (Seriously!)
Don’t let typos ruin a great entry. Draft it in Word first, check it, then upload.
How the Judging Works
The Judging
All entries will be judged online during August 2026. Judges are provided with a log in and are invited to score as many entries as possible, but this can be done as and when time allows, and we have two juries, one for supplier entries and one for agency entries.
The more judges we have on board, the more representative of the industry, the results – and we make it clear to our judges that they should only score entrants that they have a working relationship with, so that the scores are kept accurate.
Once entrants have submitted their entries, there is no canvassing for votes or rallying for support, as the judging is fair, straightforward, and completely transparent.
How the Famtastic Awards Judging Works
We invite applicants to enter using the criteria for each category. Each category has slightly different criteria and this is broken down into a points system, depending on the category.
For Agent of the Year entries for example, this is scored based on the following:
1. Out of 20 Points for Professionalism
2. Out of 20 Points for Industry Profile
3. Out of 20 Points for Industry Engagement (Events, Trade Shows, Meetings)
4. Out of 20 Points of Industry Knowledge
5. Out of 10 Points for Any Known Charitable or Industry Initiatives
6. Out of 10 Points for Any Known Extra Curricular Activities for the Benefit of the Industry (Board Membership, Groups, Support, Events)
For one of the supplier categories Academic Venue of the Year entries, the scoring is based on the following:
1. Out of 20 Points for Facilities
2. Out of 20 Points for Communication/Response Times
3. Out of 20 Points for Engagement
4. Out of 20 Points for Ease of Access to Information (Capacities on Website, Clear Proposals)
5. Out of 10 Points for General Professionalism
6. Out of 10 Points for Speed of Commission Payments

As we only ask both agency judges and supplier judges to score those entrants of whom they have direct knowledge or those they have worked with, the more judges we get the better, so the overall score are representative of the industry at large.
The overall scores are then based on a mean average of how many judges rated the entry and the overall scores – which is how we calculate the winners.
We hope that tutorial helped you to understand how the judging works – so what are you waiting for – get entering and by all means sign up to be a judge!
www.famtastic.rocks/awards
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